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‘Date:“

January 4, 1993

‘the chemical-pla s ignit g THesos pre
related to the Anericanésottoms POTW/ an 'Deagkk

allegatinns and report ‘back: ‘to hlm-
reply to: the senator: for”IEPA review.”
.on the: Sauget materigl dhoweverxyou may: need§
:portlons that talk'abbut"the‘East“St. Louis sever system.

USEPA requested thatjthevletter be revieved by tomorrow, January(s
If you have any concerns or need: ‘additional background 1nformatlon*‘i“
please do not hesitate to contact Paul Takacs at 5-3912. '

_Attachment ' .

cc: Paul Takacs (w/o attachment)
Terry Ayers (w/o attachment)
Gary King
William Child
David Engle
Divisinn File
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State of Illinois

'ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Mary A. Gade, Director o i, i . 2200 Churchill Road, Springfield, IL 62794-9276

217/785-3912

25N -paragraph on’ page 2. has ai typ i
(change "was" to "has") 1 in;the, list: ‘of, contamlnants, change~
‘"chlorobenzene" .to’ "chlorobenzenes"; replace "chlorophenols" w1th;
"naphthalene" and chan accounts" to "accounted"' g :

3. In the thlrd sentence .of:the ‘same paragraph please repla e w1thvv3
"The site: d1d not 1n1t1allyﬂmake ‘the NPL ‘because ‘of . .data’ .gaps in
the scorlng packages. .. . An’ expanded 31te7 1nvest1gatlon was
subsequently ‘completed by ‘the 'Illinois EPA, hcwever impendlng
changes 1n HRS made an mmedlate 11st1ng 1mp0551b1e. ]

4. Lastly, the cc. toVMary'Gade should 1nclude her tltle as the-
director of Illln01s EPA.u-

The IllanlS EPA appreciates the opportunlty to have input in this

letter. If you have any gquestions about these comments or need
additional information, please do not hesitate to call.
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State of Illinois
"ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY |

2200 Churchill Road, Springfield, IL 62794-9276
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'H~Mr. Robin Groye,

constituent s - 1nquiry for your}reference.
problems faced by East Stﬂ Louis, Illinois, are my;iadrﬁ

'present efforts ‘in this area

‘East St. Louis is on the stsissippx River in an’ area;oflhigh

groundwater and flat- topography As- a’ result, the sewer- system
18 very shallow, and pumping, or"lift,.statlons: are: needed}to
convey.wastewater to-the;treatment:plant which is-located in(the 2
»neighboring town of Sauget Shortly after?thefsystemgin Sahdét
was brought on. line in: the early 1980's, East St.: - Louis d:opped
its user fees,'which we:e he:source of funding® for sewerw R
operation and maintenance. Approximately two-thirds ‘of the 19
lift stations in the system are- currently inoperable..

The sewer system in East St Louis is a combined system which
means that it needs to cope with extra flows during wet weather
events. Five or six years ago, during a period of sustained :
heavy rains, the impaired system did overflow into. a. high school
cafeteria, among other-areas’ Although spot repairs were made to
prevent the system from backing up into the school again, the
general state of disrepair continues to allow backups and
overflows, to varying degrees, depending on the severity of
flooding. : ' :

Combined sewer overflows to navigable waters during wet weather
conditions are allowed under the Clean Water Act, though the

State of Illinois has its own regulation requirlng control and
treatment of these overflows. The City has been issued a permit
that requires East St. Louis to come into compliance with

Illinois control requirements prior to the discharge of combined
sewer overflow to the Mississippi River. Discharges to navx&ﬁb&o
waters during dry weather, however, are not allowed.~
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- To the best of our. knowledge, there have been no: reports of
children catching on fire7as ‘a.result of riding ‘their: bicycles

near chemical plants in: or?around ;East St: Louis, as was’ related_ﬁij

by your constituent. . Whatishe: may be . referring;to. is :Dead:Creek
which runs through both: industrial and residential areas of the
‘villages of Sauget ‘and; Cahokia.

. exceeded 90 degrees, the creek was known to smolder.' A-dog: ‘that-
allegedly received chemical: burns as.a. result of playing-in"Dead’
- Creek was' inaccurately reported as “having- burst:into- flames._,gtm
There have been.no recent: occurrences of . smolderlng in the creek.

- Sediment contaminatlon-in_Dead‘Creek has been found¢to include
heavy metals, chlorobenzenes, naphthalene, PCBs, and phosphorus,
which accounted for the ignitability. In 1982, U.S. EPA fenced
in.the portions of Dead Creek that posed an immediate threat.to..
. human health, and the State of ‘Illinuis set about collecting the
‘data necessary to complete the Hazard Ranking System (HRS)
scoring package for the National Priorities List (NPL). The site
did not make the NPL because of data gaps, which meant that
Federal dollars could not be used to clean up the site. An
expanded site investigation subsequently was completed by the
Illinois EPA; however impending changes in the HRS made.an
immediate listing impossible. Due to lack of resources and the
fact that the immediate threat had been removed, the site was
raver remediated. 1Illinois EPA will be working with a U.S. EPA
contractor in 1993 on rescoring the site under the new HRS, which
was revised in December 1990. We expect the scoring package to.
be completed in time for the August update to the NPL.- Recent
soil sampling indicates that phosphorus is no longer present,
removing the threat of combustion.




Louis; or anywhere in the United States,

Center hotline at
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Toxic spills in
ted to th National Response:
U

should be repor
1-800- 424 8802

e nvironmental activity: o "graphic initiative V.

components: (1) to: ensureqt' fall® environmentaler

"”,regulations are complied with, and . (2) -to 1nitiate creative

. approaches to environmental problems that are.: not addressed by ,

 _traditionali .regulatory.: programs. we -have used this_ approach in s
Northwest- Indiana/Southeast ‘Chicago ‘with: great success, - it
the East St.: Louis: geographic ‘{nitiative becomes @2 reality, we

would anticipate similar results.

v;If you have any further questions regarding this matter; please3
"feel free to contact me..

'Sincerely yours,

giginal 018'004 ‘7
L 'v°m‘: mamxu-

Valdas V. Adamkus
-egional Administrator
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